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The Art of Politics

A board of directors for 2004 - 2005 was elected at
the general association meeting in September. The new
FBNA officers will be, President: Tracy Willits, Vice
President: Jan Quinley, Secretary: Kelli Bowen, Treasurer:
Mary Brown, Drive Patrol, Tracy Willits. Membership:
Michelle Roy.

Following the election Omaha Police Chief Thomas
Warren and Southeast Precinct Captain John Friend took
questions from the membership about ongoing efforts to
address problems in our neighborhood. Sting operations
(including one with our own city council representative,
Jim Vokal riding along) over the last month have removed
much of the most disagreeable element.

As usual the best advice to the neighborhoods is to keep

vigilant, keep the faith and call 911 to let them know that
we care.

The theme of the
evening reinforced the
message from the visit
to the association meet-
ing by Mayor Mike
Fahey in August. The
mayor also assures the
neighbors that the seven
prostitution sweeps over
the past four months are
FBNA Vice-President Jennifer Campblee and Mayor Mike Fahey not the end of the effort.
As Chief Warren said, "It's all a work in progress."

The Ford Birthsigte Neighborhood Association wishes to thank outgoing President John Cleveland, Vice-
President, Jennifer Campbell, and Treasurer Shirley Butcher for their years of service and sacrifice. We
wish them all the best fortune on their return to private life.

Now a Word or Two from the New President

Greetings from the Willits Household. I'd like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone for their support.

We’ve hit the ground running since the election! We
are going to have the dedication of the Marlon Brando
Street signs on a date to be set in November.

We would like to use the first meeting in October, for
our new board to present some ideas, get the member-
ships opinions on them, and gather ideas and concerns
from the members.

Randy Roy has gotten the website totally re-vamped!
www.fbnaomaha.com It is up and running-check out the

Honored

The annual Ford Birthsite Beautification Award
for commercial property was presented to Bob and
Mary Brown for tasteful and stylish renovations on
the corner of Park and Pacific.

Larry & Carol Jensen accepted the individual
award for homeowners for a life-time of improve-
ments to 3002 Poppleton. It does look beautiful!

classifieds, and if you have something you’d like to put
in, send him an email. The new website for the license
plates and drug and prostitution activity is also up. To get
to it go to www.boxxxed.com and click on the ENTER.
That is definitely WORLD CLASS! Well done Randy.
This is only the second such site in the English Speaking
World that we know of.

We have some other things in the works as well-some
pretty neat stuff! That’s enough for now. See everyone at
the October meeting.

- Tracy Willits

The City Council has awarded our Jan Qiunley
this year's Cox Good Citizen award. Says Jan,
“I’m grateful for another way to bring the issues of
Prostitution, sentencing, and neighborhood safety
to the citizens of Omaha.” The presentation it is
October 26th p.m. at the City Council Chambers.
Everyone is invited.
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Think Global, Act Local, Vote Regional

Amendment One is a proposed change to Nebraska’s
Constitution that will be on our November 2, 2004
General Election Ballot. Making this change will allow the
Nebraska Legislature to adopt laws encouraging historic
preservation and community development.

This type of program has proven to be especially effec-
tive for small business, rental and owner occupied housing
in historical districts.

Amendment One will encourage property owners to
invest in historic properties in older neighborhoods and
main street commercial districts. It will promote rehabilita-
tion of historic property that is often discouraged because

From the Watch

As [ sit back in my comfy chair with my camera
and cordless phone within easy reach for another
term, I feel both honored and filled with anticipation.

I’m honored that our members have once again
trusted me with both the responsibility of helping
to protect our neighborhood and the portion of their
dues that make up my budget. The anticipation is
because there are some scary things going on out
there and it’s my job to try to do something about
them.

As Tracy said to us at the annual meeting, we have
the bad guys on the run. Most of them are doing just
that, but some are fighting back on their way out.

We hear the troubling story of a girl being lured
away from her school by gang members. We hear sto-
ries of women being propositioned by pimps who do
not want to take no for an answer. We hear of other
women walking to the gas station and being accosted
by prostitutes who fear competition.

There is an old adage that says that it’s always
darkest just before the dawn. In other words, some-
times things have to get a little worse just before they
get better. | firmly believe we’re in the last, darkest
hours of the night.

Now is the time for everyone to bring their lan-
terns together and show these criminals that we are
still not going to give up our neighborhood. Our
efforts have brought about great change just in the
four years I’ve lived here, and we’ve received nation-
wide recognition for our achievements. But we’re not
done yet!

We also heard from Chief Warren that the police
are out there in force. They’re in marked cruisers,
unmarked cars, observation posts, and undercover.
We may not see them, but they’re there. We know

of the potential of immediate increases in property tax
valuations resulting from improvements.

Amendment One will not increase property taxes. It
is revenue- neutral because the tax rate does not change
and local taxing bodies lose no net revenue. Finally,
Amendment One will expand Nebraska’s tax base in the
long term as historic property newly assessed value goes
back on the tax rolls. Much of this new tax base will not
occur without these incentives. Contact for more informa-
tion: Julie Erickson amendmentone@acgusa.net

- Bonnie De Smet-Bacon
President, Midtown Neighborhood Alliance

"We'll be Seeing You"

they can’t do it without our help. That’s where I come
in. To do the job you elected me to do, I need your
input. See something suspicious? See an actual crime
in progress? Are you the victim of a crime? After you
report it to the police, let me know, too. Between me,
my block captains, Tracy Willits and the Drive Patrol
team, we keep records on criminal activity so we can
help the police help us. The more information we
have, the more information we can give to the police.
And the sooner we can stop worrying about prosti-
tution, gangs, and drugs, and start worrying about
little things, like who is going to keep an eye on your
house when you go out of town in case of fire. By the
way, I’ll be happy to help with that, too. It’s part of
Neighborhood Watch’s duties.

Contact me at Mroy@FBNAOmaha.com or by
phone at 346-2288 if you want to join Neighborhood
Watch, or if something happens that you think I
should know about. E-mail is preferable when pos-
sible. It’s easier to save, and to keep all of the infor-
mation in order.

We have big plans for this year in terms of crime
prevention. But even better, we actually have plans
for our neighborhood that have nothing whatsoever
to do with crime. We’ve finally begun to arrive at
a point where we can do that. I would like very
much to find that my responsibilities have shrunk to
just making sure we meet the South East Precinct’s
requirements to keep our pretty orange signs. It is a
whole lot more fun to plan parties than it is to plan
raids. Now is not the time to sit back and take a
breather; we have them on the run. Let’s finish it so
we can get on with the good part of living in such a
wonderful and historic neighborhood.

- Michelle Roy
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FBNA 2004/2005
Board of Directors and Chairpersons

$10 — Household & Associate
$15 — Business & Apartment Owners

President

Tracy Willits
Vice President $5 — Park Towers
Jan Quinley
Secretary
Kelli Bowen Name
Treasurer
Mary Brown
Drive Patrol
Tracy Willits Address
Newsletter
Barb Simcoe & Lee Murray
Membership/Neighborhood Watch
Michelle Roy Phone
Political Action/Community Liaison
Jan Quinley
Web Master
Randy Roy Mail to: 1107 Park Ave.; Omaha, NE 68105
Ford Birthsite Neighborhood Association meetings are scheduled on the last
Tuesday of each month.
Call 341-3943 for up-to-date information.
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